The need for occupational health nurses in nonindustrial settings. Results of a national survey.
A survey was done to determine the current and future demand for occupational health nurses in the nonindustrial settings of multi-specialty group medical practices and HMOs in the U.S. The results regarding future demand indicate a growth rate for the number of positions for occupational health nurses in these settings at greater than 300% in the coming decade. The present low number of graduates from occupational health nursing education programs make it unlikely that this demand can be met, a situation which will have serious adverses consequences for the health of the American work force.